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ing for an arbitrarily assigned group. Working for oneself acted
as a strong incentive, but sometimes it was surpassed by working
against members of the opposite sex, or working with members
of a congenial group against everyone else. When asked under
what conditions they would like to compete, three-fourths of the
chiMren picked self-competition. Competing as a member of a
whole class or as one of an arbitrary group furnished the smallest
incentive for accomplishment.
Cooperation in the form of group thinking was studied by
the famous Russian psychologist, VLADIMIR BEKHTEREV. Group
members discussed the probable length of a time interval, what
details they saw in a picture, ethical judgments, and creative
thinking. The last involved planning a monument for the Rus-
sian poet Nekrassov. Though it presented certain difficulties,
group discussion in general seemed more advantageous than
individual work in terms of correctness and quality of decisions.
Cooperative thinking of the jury deliberation variety was
studied by Dashiell, among others. He required witnesses of cer-
tain events to testify before a jury group which then discussed
the evidence. From their reports Dashiell concluded that jurors,
after hearing witnesses, can tell nearly as complete a story and
a slightly more accurate one than the average witness can. The
whole jury, after discussion, gives a more complete and accurate
account of details than any one jury member. Dashiell admits
that his results are only trends. Different events or different types
of witnesses and jurors might change the results considerably.
Social Interaction
How persons behave toward each other is the core of social
psychology. We are interested in the nature of social behavior,
in the conditions under which it occurs, and in the kinds of per-
sons who show one or another form of it. We shall deal with
suggestion, imitation, leadership, and conformity.